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ABSTRACT

Objective: The Objective of this study is to study and analyze the Influence of
Intellectual Disability on the Lifespan of those Individuals. The various patterns
and behaviors affecting the Lifespan of those Individuals.

Methods: Since 1953, the Disability Services Commission of Western
Australia has maintained a database of persons diagnosed with
intellectual disability. The database was used to calculate survival
probabilities on a total of 8724 individuals, 7562 of whom were still alive
at the time of sampling in December 2000.

Results: Kaplan-Meier survival plots showed a strong negative association
between severity of intellectual disability and survival, with median life
expectancies of 74.0, 67.6, and 58.6 years for people with mild, moderate,

and severe levels of handicap. Significant negati ciations also were




observed with male gender, Indigenous Australian parentage, and
individuals diagnosed with a specific genetic disorder.

Conclusion: The findings indicate a major and expanding increase in the
service requirements of this aging, intellectually disabled population *
during the past two generations.
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